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Written by a Lisp expert, this is the most comprehensive tutorial on the advanced features of Lisp for

experienced programmers. It shows how to program in the bottom-up style that is ideal for Lisp

programming, and includes a unique, practical collection of Lisp programming techniques that

shows how to take advantage of the language's design for efficient programming in a wide variety of

applications.
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There are dozens of programming texts that I recommend to people who want to understand

various topics. There are only a small handful that I recommend to programmers who aren't using

the tool or language that the book covers. This is one of those books. It requires a prior knowledge

of Lisp, but not expert knowledge. Paul Graham rewards his readers with a much deeper

understanding of the merits of Lisp and how to take advantage of the power it provides.Paul

Graham has commented on his web site ..., "It seems to me that there have been two really clean,

consistent models of programming so far: the C model and the Lisp model. These two seem points

of high ground, with swampy lowlands between them. As computers have grown more powerful, the

new languages being developed have been moving steadily toward the Lisp model." I read that

comment before I read On Lisp. It was fresh in my mind at the time, and I saw some of the features

of Lisp in C++ and Java. Graham cites runtime type checking and garbage collection, but there are

subtler features that appear in the C++ STL. When he described using macros to create functions

as needed, his examples immediately brought to mind some of the templates for various "helper"



classes; pair, for example. But he could equally well be talking about some of the classes in the

Java runtime that are designed to be derived from. The bottom line is that this book is an excellent

tutorial on good library design. It teaches by example the philosophy behind creating libraries that

extend your language, either in general ways or specifically for the problem domain.Paul Graham

handles Lisp lovingly as an expert craftsman. An observant reader can learn a great deal about

craftsmanship from his book.
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